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The Doctrine of the Image of God
Introduction
The phrase image of God refers to a concept depicting that human beings are created in God's image and likeness. It is a figurative language that bestows special recognition and honor to human beings by God as compared to the rest of the creation. The doctrine of the image of God is highly revered in Christianity, Judaism as well as Sufism of Islam. For instance, Christians believe that the image of God, which was exhibited by Adam, became somewhat lost during the fall of man. However, humans can be reunited with God through the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. Furthermore, Christians reckon that with the image of God being incompletely lost, everyone has value irrespective of class, race, disability as well as gender.
Biblical Aspects
           The image of God is a phrase that has been conceptualized and profoundly accounted for by various scriptures in the bible. For example, Genesis 1:26-28 meticulously states the foundational teaching concerning the image of God. Verse 27 of the scripture state that “So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.” In this context, the image of God in humankind is vital in understanding what makes them humans (Thomas, 2019). Within this context, the word “man,” as referred to in the Hebrew Bible, denotes Adam. The image of God is a distinction exemplified in humankind, both male and female. Furthermore, the creation of humanity has a vital depiction regarding the image of God as it is in the creation of human beings where God acknowledges that “Let us make man in our own image.” Also, God breathed the breath of life directly into the nostrils of man, as denoted in Genesis 1:26, 2:7. The texts of Genesis chapters 1 and 2 highlight the cherished activities of God in creating human beings.
           Moreover, the biblical reference of God's image is portrayed as the righteous attributes of God evident in man. In Ephesians 4:24 and Colossians 3:10, Paul explains this aspect by discussing the new man and old man, thereby giving an insight into what it refers to be created in God's image. His emphasis is that the phrase image of God denotes that humankind bears God’s righteousness and holiness. God embodies myriad attributes such as loving, caring, merciful, and gracious (Levenson, 2020). And these attributes can also be evident in man. Being that humankind was created by God to reflect His perfect charisma of righteousness and holiness, it denotes that humanity shares several attributes of God. Conversely, there are certain character traits that God does not share with humans like being omnipotent, omniscient as well as being self-existent.
Theological Aspects
           The image of God is a theological aspect evident in Judaism, Christian points of view, and Sufism of Islam, asserting that humankind was created in the image as well as the likeness of God. In the context of Judaism, the dignity of every humankind is firmly held. This is based on the factor of Imago Dei, a phrase referring to the amazing declaration that God created humankind in His own image (Threlfall, 2019). Judaism reveres the Sixth Commandment that states, “I am the Lord your God” and “Do not murder.” The commandment reckons that harming humanity is like launching an attack on God. Hence Judaism’s theological attributes of God are based on committing no harm to other human beings such as killing another person. According to the biblical interpretation of the Old Testament scholarship, the word “image” stated in Genesis chapter 1 denotes an idol or a physical image. Ancient Israelites did not separate between the physical and spiritual in an individual; however, they considered the physicality of the image to be of high relevance (Cho, 2019). Theologians ascribe to the notion that God made mankind in resemblance to His own image and likeness. For example, Apostle Paul displayed appreciation for both the physical body and the Imago Dei, as written in 2 Corinthians 4:4. In this context, Paul reiterates that Jesus is an image of God in his entire being.
Historical Aspect of the Image of God
There are diverse accounts of scholars who retailed their ideas and concepts regarding the image of God. Some of the reformation theologians such as Martin Luther explains that man exemplified the image of God by being given dominion over other creatures. In his account, Luther states that the Imago Dei was the faultless being of man and woman in the Garden of Eden through the embodiment of wisdom, justice, and knowledge. Another author, Thomas Aquinas, explained the image of God in humanity by stating that mankind resembled the moral attributes deemed acceptable before God. Augustine, a Neo-Platonist, asserted that the image of God was the location of humanity upon, and this depicts human beings as people having the same attributes as those evident in God.
The image of God in relation to Leadership and Education
The doctrine of the image of God relates to education and leadership in diverse ways. Regarding leadership, the doctrine of the image of God is exemplified in that both men and women were created in God’s image. Hence they possess the communicable attributes depicted by God. Some of God’s attributes, encompass orderliness, justness, and loving (Sealey, 2019). Being that humankind was created in God's image, they as well possess the same attributes exhibited by Him. Therefore, leaders are created and neither born nor made. In the Garden of Eden, God made man a custodian of every creature that He made. This indicates that human beings have the responsibility of bearing the image of God by being good stewards.
           God’s image is reflected in education in that there is a need to understand the world by human beings from the standpoint of God’s truth. The nexus of getting to learn about God’s truth by mankind is through the bible as it denotes in-depth teachings concerning the moral backgrounds people should practice. An example is a Christian education where students are taught regarding the acceptable Christian way of living as required by God (Ciulla, 2020). By the virtue that human beings are created in God's image, they embody God’s attributes, which they showcase by practicing moral behaviors required by God.  
Conclusion
           The phrase the image of God was conceptualized to mean that humankind was created in the likeness and holiness of God. It dedicates the special honor that God gave to human beings over other creatures. For instance, in Genesis 1:26-28, God stated that “Let us make man in our own image, after our likeness, and let them have dominion over……..” Theological and historical aspects details about the image of God in diverse ways. Judaism believed in the ideology that humanity was created in the image of God and loathed anyone who took part in the killing of another human being. The historical conception of God's image is depicted in the dominant role of humanity over other creatures on earth. The image of God in mankind is depicted in education and leadership. The man was made in God’s image; hence he was given the responsibility to embrace a way of living venerating God, such as Christian education. Also, God created man to be a steward of His creation indicating humanity has the duty of tending God’s creation by managing and preserving it.
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